Historian discusses militias and the Second Amendment in UM lecture by University of Montana--Missoula. Office of University Relations
University of Montana 
ScholarWorks at University of Montana 
University of Montana News Releases, 1928, 
1956-present University Relations 
9-28-1995 
Historian discusses militias and the Second Amendment in UM 
lecture 
University of Montana--Missoula. Office of University Relations 
Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarworks.umt.edu/newsreleases 
Let us know how access to this document benefits you. 
Recommended Citation 
University of Montana--Missoula. Office of University Relations, "Historian discusses militias and the 
Second Amendment in UM lecture" (1995). University of Montana News Releases, 1928, 1956-present. 
13839. 
https://scholarworks.umt.edu/newsreleases/13839 
This News Article is brought to you for free and open access by the University Relations at ScholarWorks at 
University of Montana. It has been accepted for inclusion in University of Montana News Releases, 1928, 
1956-present by an authorized administrator of ScholarWorks at University of Montana. For more information, 
please contact scholarworks@mso.umt.edu. 
The University of Montana
University Communications
NEWS RELEASE Missoula, MT 59812
(406) 243-2522
This release is available electronically on INN (News Net).
Sept. 28, 1995
HISTORIAN DISCUSSES MILITIAS AND THE SECOND AMENDMENT IN UM 
LECTURE
MISSOULA ~
A leading authority on George Washington and military history will examine the historical 
context of government militias Thursday, Oct. 5, at The University of Montana.
Don Higginbotham. Dowd Professor at the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, 
will present "Fears of a Federalized Militia: The Second Amendment in Historical Context, ' at 8 
p.m. in the Montana Theatre in UM’s Performing Arts and Radio/Television Center.
Higginbotham is the second speaker in the 1995-96 President's Lecture Series. All lectures are 
free and open to the public.
Higginbotham’s talk will focus on why opponents of the constitution feared the provisions 
in the Second .Amendment regarding a well-regulated militia. As an aside, Higginbotham will 
address the present-day militia movement in America and the way it differs from the government- 
controlled militias provided for in the Bill of Rights to secure a free state.
"The Oklahoma City bombing has focused renewed attention on the role of firearms in our 
society and who possesses them," he said.
Higginbotham is the author of seven books, including "The War of American 
Independence: Military Attitudes, Policy and Practice, 1763-1789," and "George Washington and 
the American Military Tradition." He has penned countless articles and essays on those topics
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and is working on his second book about George Washington.
"He is probably the leading American scholar on the subject of George Washington and the 
military history of the American Revolution," said Harry Fritz, UM history professor. "He is 
number one, top of the heap."
Higginbotham has taught at Duke University, the College of William and Mary, Louisiana 
State University and the U.S. Military Academy.
m
Contact: Harry Fritz, 243-2993; Richard Drake, President's Lecture Series organizer, 243-2981; 
and Donald Higginbotham, (919) 962-1203 (office) or (919) 967-3168.
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